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   There is always a lot of legislation (bills as they are referred to for short) that are introduced and are postponed (killed) in their very first hearing. Some make it through the long legislative trip only to get killed in the third round in the later part of the session.
   With Republicans gaining a majority in the Senate for the first time in 10 years, the legislative session saw less partisanship than most Coloradans expected. Here's a run down of some of the legislation that did not make the grade this year, in other words the bills were killed. See if you agree with Colorado's Citizen Legislature.
   House Bill 15-1009 was one of several bills intended to repeal some of those gun control bills that created such an uproar in the 2014 legislative session. HB 1009 would have repealed statutory provisions prohibiting the possession of large-capacity ammunition magazines and required identifications to be placed upon large magazines that are manufactured in Colorado (codified in part 3 of article 12, title 18, of the Colorado Revised Statutes).
   House Bill 15-1041 would have, in effect, made the practice of abortion in Colorado illegal. From the bill, “the general assembly has chosen not to repeal the existing statutes or portions of statutes that relate to abortion in the state of Colorado. It is the intent of the general assembly that those statutes or portions of statutes that relate to abortion not be enforced as long as part 9 of article 6 of title 18, Colorado Revised Statutes, are in effect.”
   “It is the further intent of the general assembly that if and as long as any portion of part 9 of article 6 of title 18, Colorado Revised Statutes, is declared unconstitutional by an appellate court, the existing statutes or portions of statutes that relate to abortion shall be enforced as law.”
House Bill 15-1080 had the intent of increasing the total number of children eating breakfast on school days and consumption of high-nutrition foods, making breakfast programs more effective, improve academic performance by preparing children to learn, improving the overall health of the children in Colorado, and general additional revenue for school nutrition programs through federal and state reimbursements – the program has long-been referred to as “Breakfast After the Bell.”
House Bill 15-1097 would have replaced the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Commission with a Type 2 agency within the Department of Human Services. The significant loss with the killing of HB 1097 is that it required  the pre-sentence investigation of a juvenile in the juvenile justice system include a preliminary screening of whether the mother drank alcoholic beverages during the pregnancy and if the juvenile should be evaluated for fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD).
House Bill 15-1111 would have created a Maternal Mortality Committee to review maternal mortality cases of which there are 20-40 each year in Colorado. From 2004-2012, there were 211 reported maternal deaths, with Colorado ranking 29th in the United States for maternal mortality rates. The fiscal impact analysis notes, “The leading causes of maternal death in Colorado up to one year post delivery are drug overdoses, motor vehicle crashes and suicides.”
House Bill 15-1112 would have created a Born-Alive Infant Protection Act, prohibiting any person from denying or depriving an infant of nourishment with the intent to cause or allow the death of the infant for any reason, even if the infant was born alive during an abortion procedure. The bill also required a physician performing an abortion to take all medically appropriate and reasonable steps to preserve the life and health of a born-alive infant, and prohibited any person from using a born-alive infant for any type of scientific or experimental research unless it is deemed necessary to protect or preserve the life and health of the born-alive infant.
House Bill 15-1135 would have created a “Colorado Death with Dignity Act,” that allowed individuals with a terminal illness to request and self-administer, life-ending medication from a physician under certain conditions, eligible only to a citizen of Colorado still capable of making and communicating health care decisions, with a terminal illness that has been confirmed by two physicians, including the individual's primary physician (attending physician) and a second consulting physician.
House Bill 15-1162,  titled “The Prenatal Sex Nondiscrimination Act,” would have outlawed performance of, coercion for, and solicitation or acceptance of funds for the performance of an abortion for the purposes of sex selection. HB 1162 also included a prohibition against transportation of a woman into Colorado to receive an abortion for the purposes of sex selection.
House Bill 15-1200, probably one of the controversial bills, this one would have created the highly effective teacher incentives program to provide grants to local education providers to enable them to offer monetary incentives for highly effective teachers who choose to teach in low-performing elementary schools. The definition of a highly effective teacher is “a teacher who in his or her most recent performance evaluation, received a rating of highly effective, or who holds a current certification from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards,” according to the fiscal impact analysis.
House Bill 15-1278  clarified that an agricultural water right can be used for cultivation of retail and medical marijuana without a change of water right regardless of whether the water is used indoors or outdoors. This bill does not expand a current water right or prevent the owner of another water right from seeking remedies if the use of the water for retail or medical marijuana will cause material injury or is subject to a requirement to replace out-of-priority depletions.
House Bill 15-1289 would have required that if a person is charged with a crime based on violating an unlawful order, the court is to dismiss the charges and order the law enforcement agency that filed the charges to reimburse the defendant for his or her attorney's fees and costs. The bill clarified that the term "unlawful order" means an order that violates a person's constitutional or statutory rights.
House Bill 15-1292 would have corrected what some people believe is too harsh when a class 1 felony is committed by a person who is a juvenile. Current law provides a life sentence for a class 1 felony committed by a juvenile requires the possibility of parole after 40 years; as of December 31, 2014, 48 offenders meet this criteria. HB 1292 would have required the court to re-sentence the person using new sentencing guidelines and the factors specified in the bill – conviction of an offense while a juvenile between July 1, 1990 and July 1, 2006 and after 2015, the sentence would have been 24- to 48 years in prison with a mandatory 19 years of parole after serving 75 percent of his or her sentence; or life imprisonment with the possibility of parole after 20 years.
Senate Bill 15-006 would have repealed provisions of Colorado statute that authorizes the forfeiture of assets without a criminal conviction. Under the bill, state and local law enforcement agencies could only receive a judgment in forfeiture from a criminal defendant who: 1) surrenders seized property in a plea agreement; or 2) is, pursuant to current law, convicted of a crime involving drug contraband. New procedures would have been added to state forfeiture actions, as well as restrictions on the participation of state and local agencies in federal forfeitures.
Senate Bill 15-048 would have required all employees and volunteers of youth sports organizations who work directly with youths five or more days per month to have a criminal history record check (background check). The requirements also applied to employees and volunteers who accompanied the youth sports organization on any trip that included an overnight stay, included specific offenses that would disqualify a person from working or volunteering for a youth sports organization, and after the initial background check, required a background check every two years. Youth sports organizations were defined in the bill as private, for-profit or not-for-profit organizations
that provide sports activities for youths age 18 or younger.
Senate Bill 15-054 would have established a framework for regulating the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (commonly referred to as drones) within Colorado. Under the bill, a law enforcement agency (LEA) could use a drone when:  1) it receives a search warrant authorizing the use of a drone; 2) it is needed to prevent imminent harm to life or to forestall the escape of a criminal; 3) suspicion of destruction of evidence; and 4) there is a high risk of terror attack as determined by the federal Department of Homeland Security. In Colorado, several law enforcement agencies including the Mesa County Sheriff's Department, use drones. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) within the Department of Natural Resources, also uses drones to monitor wildlife.
Senate Bill 15-081 would have clarified that net lottery proceeds may be used to construct and expand recreational bicycle trails along state highways, county roads, and city streets. Further, the construction or expansion of a recreational bicycle trail is considered a capital improvement for a recreational purpose. In FY 2013-14, the Colorado Lottery raised $135.6 million for the following organizations: Great Outdoors Colorado - $59.2 million; Conservation Trust Fund - $54.2 million; Colorado Parks and Wildlife - $13.6 million; and Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST) - $8.6 million. Funds from all of the these organizations except BEST could have been used for the purposes provided in the bill.
Senate Bill 15-086 would have removed the requirement that anyone who is not a licensed gun dealer require a criminal background check and approval of the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in the Department of Public Safety (DPS) in order to transfer a firearm to another person. It would also have repealed the requirement that the CBI impose a fee for conducting an instant criminal background check for the transfer of a firearm.
Senate Bill 15-093 would have required local governments to compensate the owner of an interest in mineral rights (mineral owner) when a local ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, or other official policy (local rule) reduces the fair market value (FMV) of the owner's mineral interest by at least 60 percent. The bill required mineral owners and local governments to exchange written notifications about commencing new mineral extraction operations within the local government's jurisdiction, and when the local government is considering a local rule likely to reduce the mineral owner's FMV by at least 60 percent.
Senate Bill 15-120 would have required that, within nine months of its enactment, the two investor-owned electric utilities (IOUs) in Colorado submit a draft grid modernization plan with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC). The plan had to describe how the utility, over a 10-year period, proposed to make measurable progress toward grid modernization objectives at the distribution level, including optimizing demand-side management, optimizing supply-side management, increasing electric grid reliability by improving integration capabilities for distributed resources; and achieving advanced metering infrastructure functionality within 5 years.
Senate Bill 15-136 would have repealed the Department of Revenue's (DOR) authority to adopt rules concerning the labeling of retail marijuana and retail marijuana products, set the labeling requirements in statute, and required the label to include a quick response code or web address to provide the consumer with additional information about the product. By September 1, 2015, the bill required the DOR to establish a website within the seed-to-sale tracking system that would allow a purchaser of retail marijuana or a retail marijuana product to access the additional information.
Senate Bill 15-175 This bill repeals the prohibition on the sale, transfer, and possession of large-capacity ammunition magazines. It would also have repealed the requirement that a magazine manufactured in Colorado have a permanent stamp or marking indicating it was produced after July 1, 2013.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
